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YL An Account of the Turkey, By Thomas ; Pennant^ Efy,^ 
F. R. S. ; commmkated by Jdfepii Banksj EJ^. P. R. S. 



Read December 2 1 , 1781. 

TURKEY* Bill convex, iKort and jftrong. 

Head and neck covered with a naked tuberofe 
flefli, with a long fleihy appendage hanging from 
the bafe of the upper mandible. 

On the breaft a long tuft of coarfe black 
hairs. 
Wild Turkey, josselyn^s Voy« 99. Rarities %. Clayton's 

Virgin : PhiL Tranf. abridged^ III. 590. law- 
son, 149. C ATESBY Topp. XLIV. 

Le coq dlnde, belon 248. 

Gallo-pavo, GESNER Ay. 481. Icon. ^6. 

Gallo-pavo, aldeov.^ Av* 11. 18. 

Gallo-pavOj the Tnirkey, A. 3. Gallo-pavo 
fylveftris Novse Anglige, a New England wild 
Turkey, r aii Synopfis Ayiwmv ^t . * 

Meleagris Gallo«paYo*. M capite caruncula 
frontali gularique, n[>grjLS pe<^ore barbato, lin* 
Syft.268. 

Le Dindon de Buffon III. BitissoN. I. 158. 
tab. XVI* PL Enl 97. 

K 2 Defcription* 



Mr.. pENHAHT^s Account 

Defcriptioix.. T. with the chara£lers defcribed in the definition 

of the genus* The plumage, dark gloffed with 
variable copper colour^ and green. Coverts 
of the winga and the quill feathers barred with 

h black and white. Tail confifts of two orderSi, 

The upper or fhorter very elegant, the ground 
colour a bright bay ; the middle feather marked 
with numerous bars of fhining black and green* 
The greateft part of the exterior feathers of the 
fame ground with the others marked with three 
broad bands of mallard green, placed remote from 
each other/ The two next are coloured like thofe 
of the middle ; but the end is plain and croffed 
with a fingle bar, like the exterior,. 

The longer or lower order, are of a rufty 
white colour, mottled with black; and croffed 
with numerous narrow- waved lines of the fame, 
colour, and near the end with a broad band. 

Wild Turkies prefer ve a famenefs of colouring 
the tame, a^ ufual with domeffic animals, vary. 
It is needlefs to point out the differences in {o well 
known a bird : the black approaches neareft to the 
original ftbcE This variety I have feen nearly in 
a ilate of nature in Richmond and other parkso 
A moft beautiful kind has of late been introduced 

Jte Into England of a fiiowy whitenels, finely con- 

variety. trailing with its ^ red head. Thefe, I think^ , came 

out of Holland, probably bred from an accidental 
white pair i and from them preferved pure from 

any daric oi variagat^d birds. 

S» 



3" 



of the Turkey, 6 9 

iim. The iizes of the wild Turkies have been dif- 

ferently reprefented. Some writers aflert^ that 
there have been inftances of their weighing fixty; 
pounds ; but I find none who, fpeaking froni 
their own knowlege, can prove their weight to 
be above forty„. josselyn fays^ that he has 
eaten part of a eockj which after it was plucked^ 
and the entrails taken out, weighed thirty^. 
i^AWSON^ whofe authority: is unqueftlonable, iaw^ 
half a Turkey ferve eight hungry men for two 
meals t; and fays, that he had feen: others which 
lie believed weighed forty pounds, catesby tells 
us, that out of the many hundreds which he had 
handled §, very few exceeded thirty pounds;; 
each of thefe fpeak of their being double that fize 
merely from^ the reports of others, 
aaners. . The manners of the/e birds are as fingular as 

their figure. Their attitudes in the feafon of court- 
fhip are very ftriking. The males fling their heads 
and neck backwards, brittle up their feathers, drop 
their wings to the ground, j8:rut and pace moft ridi- 
culoufly ;. wheel rourid the females with theii? 
wings ruftling along the earth^^ at the fame time 
emitting a ftrange found through their noftrils 
es. not unlike the Gr^rr of a great fpinning wheeL 

On being interrupted they fly into great rages, and 
change their notes into a loud and giuttural gobble^ 

•^ New England Harities, p. 8. 
fHiftory of Carolina, p. 149. and 27. 

§ App. XLI¥. The greateil certain weight is giyen by Mr, clayton,' who* 
te¥ one. that reached 38 lbs. Phil, Tranfe 
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•and 'then- return to dalliance. The found of the 
•female is plaiiitiFe and melancholy. 
IrafGible.- The paffions of ^ the males • are" very fiTongiy ex- 

preffed. by the change of colours-in the flefliy fub- 
flance of the head and neck, which alters to red, 
white, bliie^ and yellowifh/ as they happen to be 
affe£t:ed.. The fight of anything red excites their 
choler .greatly-. ■ 
Polygamols* They 'are' polygamous^ one cock ferving many 

'hens* ^'■Th^y-"-lay 'in theTpring, and produce a 
great number -of eggs^.' ^ They 'will perfiil in- lay- 
ing' for ■'■a; 'great while.-' -"'They -'retire to fome 
obfcure place to lit, the cock through rage at the 
iofs of its mate being very apt to break the eggs. 
The fernales are very affeftioiiate to their youngs 
and make great moan on the Iofs of them. They 
fit on their eggs with fuch perfeverance, that if 
they^ are 'iiot taken away when addle, the hens 
^11 almofl: perifh with, hfuiiger before they will 
quit the n^^ 

\, Ttlrkies greatly ^delight in the feeds of nettles ; 
but thofe of' the purple- fox glove prove fatal to 
them *• 

Turkies are very ftupid birds, quarrelfome, and 

cowardly. It is diverting to fee a whole flock 

attack the common cock, who will, for a long 

time, keep a great number at bay. 

Swift, They are very fwift runners in the tame as well 

Perch as the wild ftate : they are but indifferent flyers. 

high* Thej love to perch on trees, and gain the height 

^ they 
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tliey wifli'by' rifiog from boiigii to bough* In a 
wild ftate they, get' to., the very fummit of the 
loftieU trees, even fo high, as to be beyond the reach 
of the mufquet *'• 

In. the ilateof nature they go in iocks even of 
■five hundred f? f^^d much on the fmall red acorns, 
and grow fo fat in March that they cannot fly 
more than three or four hundred yards, and are 
foon ran down by a horfeman* In tlie unfre- 
quented parts bordering on the MiJJifipI^ tliey are 
fo tame as to be £hot with even a piftol |. 

They frequent the great fwamps § of their 
native Country, and leave them at fun-rlfing to 
repair to the dry woods in fearch of acorns and 
berries; and before fun-fet retire to the fwamps 
to rooft. 

The flefh of the wild Turkey is faid to be fu- 
perior in goodnefs to the tarne, but redder. Eggs 
of the former have been taken from the neft, and 
hatched unddr tame Turkies. The young will 
llill prove wild, perch feparate, yet mix and breed 
together in the feafon. The Indians fometimes 
ufe the breed produced from the wild as decoy 
Hrds to feduce thofe in a Hate of nature within 
their reach 



•^ I^AWSON, -45. . 

f Adair's Amer. 360* 
I 1.AWS0H, 149* 

§ It is in the fwamps that the loftieft and moft bulky trees arci 
frhich th^ arc enviroMd makes them a fecure retreat* 
I auAWsoN, 149* 
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^a Mr. pENNANT'^s Account 

V/ild Turkies are now grown mofl: exceiTively 
rare in the inhabited parts of America^ and are 
only found in numbers in the diftant and mofl 
unfrequented fpota. 

The Indians make a mofl elegant cloathing of 
the feathers. They twifl the inner webs into a 
ftrong double thread of hemp, or inner bark of 
the mulberry tree, and work it like matting ; it 
appears very rich and giofly, and as fine as a lilk 
ihag'^„ They alfo make fans of the tail; and 
the French of Louifiana were wont to make um- 
brellas by the junftion of four of the tails +*» 

When diflurbed, they do not take wing, but 
run out of fight. It is ufual to chafe them with. 
dogs, when they will fly and perch on the next tree* 
They are fo flupid or fo infenfible of danger, as not 
to fly on being fhot at ; but the furvivors remain 
unmoved at the death of their companions |. 
Flace* Turkies are natives only of America^ or the 

New World, and of courfe unknown to the 
ancients. Since both thefe pofitions have been 
denied by fome of the mofl eminent naturalifts 
of the fixteenth century, I beg leave to lay open^ 
in as few words as pofiible, the caufe of their 
error* 
Miflaken belon §, the earliefl of thofe writers who are 

by BELON* of opinion that thefe birds were natives of the 

^* LAWSONj l8* ADAIR, 423* 
f DU PRATZ, 11, 85* 

% DU PRATZ5 224« 

§ HiA, des Oys» 248* 
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old world, founds his notion on the defcription of 
the Guinea fowl, the Meleagrides of strabo^ 
ATHEN^us, PLINY, and Others of the ancients* 
I reft the refutation on the excellent account given 
by ATHEN^us, taken from clytus milesius, 
a difciple of Aristotle, which can fuit no other 
th^n that fowl. " They want,'' fays he, ^' na- 
^^ tural affedion towards their young ; their head 
^^ is naked, and on the top is a hard round body 
^' like a peg or nail : from their cheeks hangs 
^' a red piece of fleilx like a beard* It has no 
^'^ wattles like the common poultry. The fea- 
*^ thers are black, fpotted with white. They have 
*^ no fpurs ; and both fexes are fo like as not to be 
*^ diftinguiftied by the fight/' varro * and 
FLiisY t take notice of the fpotted plumage and 
the gibbous fubftance on the head, athen^eus 
is more minute, and contradicts every charafter 
of the Turkey, whofe females are remarkable 
for their natural affedion, and differ materially 
in form fiom the males, whofe heads are deftitute 
of the callous fubftance and whofe heels (in the 
males) are armed with fpurs. 

ALDROVANDUs, who died In 1605, draws his 
arguments from the fame fource as belon; I 
therefore pafs him by, and take notice of the 
greateft of our naturalifts gesner|, who falls 
into a miftake of another kind, and wifhes the 



* Lib, III. c. 9, 
f Lib. X. c. 26« 

$ Av. 4i8i. 
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74 Mr. pennant's Account 

Turkey to be thought a native of India. He- 
quotes ^LiAN for that purpofep who tells iiSj 
^^ That in India are very large poultry not with 
^"' combsj but with various coloured crefts inter- 
^^ woven like flow^ers, with broad tails neither 
^' bending nor difplayed in a circular form^ which 
they draw along the ground as peacocks do 
when they do not erefl: them ; and that the 
^^ feathers are partly of a gold colour, partly 
^^ bluCj and of an emerald colour'^ '^. 

This in all probability was the fame bird with 
the Peacock Pheafant of Mr, edwards, Le Paon 
de Thibet of M. brisson, and the Pavo blcalcara-^ 
tus of LiNNiEUS. I have feen this bird living. 
It has a creft, but not fo confpicuous as that 
defcribed by ^lian ; but it has thofe ftriking 
colours in form of eyes, neither does it ere£t 
its tail like the Peacock f? but trails it like 
the Pheafant. Tht Catreus of strabo t feems 
to be the fame bird. He defcribes it as un- 
commonly beautiful and fpotted, and very like 
a Peacock. The former author § gives a more 
minute account of this fpecies, and under the 
fame name. He borrows it from clitarghus^ an 
attendant of Alexander the Great in all his 
conquefts. It is evident from his defcriptionj 
that it was of this kind ; and it is likewife pro- 
bable^ that it was the fame with his lara'c Indian. 






'^^Be Anim. life. XVI. c. 

f Edw. IT. 67, 

%■ Lib. XV. p. 1046 

§', DcAoim, iib, XYIIe c, 239^ 

poultry 
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;poiiltry before cited. He celebrates it alfo for its 
fine note; but allowance mufl: be made for the 
credulity of ^lian. The Catreus^ or Peacock 
Pheafantj is a native of Tibet, and in all proba- 
bility of the north of India, where clitarchus 
might have obferved it ; for the march of Alex- 
ander was through that part which borders on 
Tibetj and is now known by the name of Fenj-ab 
or five rivers. 
ot natives I fhall now col!e6t from authors the feveral 

of Europe ; parts of the world where Turkies are nnknown 

in the ftate of nature. Europe has no fhare in 
the queftion ; it being generally agreed that thej 
are exotic in refpeQ: to that continent. 

nor of Neither are they found in any part of Afia 

; Minor, or the Afiatic Tnrky, notwithftanding 

ignorance of their true origin firfl canfed them to 
be named from that empire. About Aleppo^ 
capital of Syria, they are only met with , do- 
mefticated like other poultry^. In Armenia they 
are unknown, as well as in Perfia ; having been 
brought from Venice by fome Armenian mer- 
chants into that empire f, where they are ffiU fb 
fcarce as to be preferved among otHeir rare fowl in 

the royal menagery |. 

DU H ALDE acquaints us^ that they are not natives 
of China ; but were introduced there from other 

f Tavern lER, i46» 
I bell's Trayds^ 1, 1280 ,^ i. ' 
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coimtrles. He errs from mifin formation in faying 
that they are common in India, 

I will not quote gemelli carer i, to prove that 
they are not found in the Philippine lilands, be« 
caufe that gentleman with his pen travelled 
round the world in his eafy chair, dunng a very 
long indifpofition and confinement ^ in his native 
country. 

But DAMPisR bears wdtnefs that none are found 
in Mindanao j, 
nor Africa; The hot climate of Africa barely fuffers thefe 

birds to exift in that vaft continent," except under 
the care of mankind. Very few are found in 
Guinea, except in the hands of the Europeans^ 
the negroes declining to breed any on account of 
the great heats §• prosper alpinus fatisfies uSj 
they are not found either in Nubia or in Egypt. 
He defcribes the Meleagrides of the ancients, and 
only proves that the Guinea hens were brought 
out of Nubia, and fold at a great price at Cairo (| ; 
but is totally lilent about the Turkey of the 
moderns. 

Let me in this place obferve, that the Guinea 
hens have long been imported into Britain. They 
were cultivated in our farm-yards ; for I difcover 
in 1277^ in the Grainge of Clifton^ in the 

* Sir JAMES pORTER*s Obf, Turkey, I. i. 321^ 

% BARBOT in CHURCHILL*S Coll* Y ^ 2(^. 
§ BOSMAN, 229^ 

I Hij^.» Nat, jEgypti»L 201 ^ 
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parilh of Ambrofden in Buckinghamfhire^ among 
other articles, fix Mutilones and fix Africaner 
fcemince^^^ for this fowl was familiarly known by 
the names of Afra Avis and Gallina Africana 
and Numida. It was introduced into Italy from 
Africa, and from Rome into our country. They 
were negled'ed here by reafon of their tendernefs 
and difficulty of rearing. We do not find them 
in the bills of fare of our ancient feafts + ; nei- 
ther do we find the Turkey : which laft argu- 
ment amounts to almofi: a, certainty, that fuch a 
hardy and princely bird had not found its way to 
us. The other likewife was then known by its 
claflical name ; for that judicious writer Doftor 
CAius defcribes, in the beginning of the reign of 
ELIZABETH, the Guinea fowl, for the benefit of 
his friend gesner, under the name of Meleagris, 
beftowed on it by akistotle %. 

Having denied, on the very beft authorities, 
that the Turkey ever exifted as a native of the old 
world, I muft now bring my proofs of its being 
only a native of the new, and of the period in 
which it firft made its appearance in Europe, 
but of The firft precife defcription of thefe birds is 

America^ given by oviedo, who in 1525 drew up a fum- 

mary of his greater work, the Hiftory of the 

* kekkft's Parochial Antiq. 287. 

f Neither in that of george nevil nor among the delicacies mentioned 
in the Northumberland hoiifhold book begun in the beginning of the reign of 

BEKJIY ¥111. 

X CAii Opufc, 13, Hift. Am lib. VI, c, 2. 
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'Indies, for the life "of his "mdiiafCh cIiArles v. 
■^tfeoiilancls^ This learned man had vifited the Weft Indies and 

its iflands iji perfon, and payed particular regard 
■to the natural hiftory. It appears from him^ that 
'the Tiirkey was in liis days an inhabitant of 
the greater iflands,. and of the main-land* He 
fpeaks of them as Peacocks'; for being a new 
ibird to liim^ he adopts that name from the re-- 
femblance he thought they bore to the former. 
"^''' But/^ fays he, ^' the neck is bare of feathers^ 
'^^ but covered with a Ikin which' they change 
^' after their phantaiie into diverfe colours. They 
'^^ have ^ a horn as it were on their fronts and 
^^ haires on the breaftf." He defcribes other 
birds which he alfo calls Peacocks. They are of 
the gallinaceous genus, and known by the name 
of Curaflao birds, the male of which is blacky 
the female ferruginous* 

The next who fpeaks of them as natives of 
the main-land of the warmer parts of America, 

is FRANCISCO FERNANDEZ, fcut there by PHILIP 

II, to whom he was phyfician. This naturalift 
Mexico^ obierved them in Mexico* We find by him^ 

that the Indian name of the male was Huexolotl^ 
of the female Cihuatotolin. He gives them the 
title of Gallus Indicus and Gallo Pavo* The 
Indians, as well as Spaniards, domefticated thefe 
iifeful birds* He fpeaks of the fize by comparifon, 
faying, that the wild were twice the magnitude of 

^ III the Spaniih Pe^on corto* 
if la piTRCHAS| IIL 99 je 
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the ' tame ; and that they were ihot with arrows 
or guns'^\. I cannot learn the time when fer« 
N-ANDEZ-- wrote. - , It muft- be between ^ the years- 
2^555 and 1 59 8,. .the period of philip's- reign« 

PEDRO DE-ciESA mentions Turkies- -on the Ifth- 
iniisof Darient* lery^ aPortngBefe anthor, aflerts^ 
that they are found in Brazilj and gives them an 
Indian name \ ; but fince I can difcover no traces 
of them in that dihgeat and excellent naturahft 
MA11CGRAVE5 who refided long in that country^, 
I muft deny my aflent. . But the former is con- 
firmed by that able and honeft navigator dam- 
pier, _, who faw them'-. frequently, as well wild 
as tame, in the province of Yucatan §, now 
reckoned part of the kingdom of Mexico. 

In North America, they were obferved by the 
very firft difcoverers.- When rene de laudon- 
NIERE5 patronized by Admiral coligni, attempted 
to form a fettlement , near the place where 
Gharleftown now ftands, he met with them on 
His firft landing in 1564, and by his hiftorian has 
reprefented them with great fidelity in the fifth 
plate of the recital of his voyage j| : from his time 
the witneflTes to . their being natives of the conti- 
nent are innumerable. They have been feen in 
iocks of hundreds in; all parts from Louifiana 



'^' ■ Hilt. Av.- Nov. Hifp. 27,- . 

f Seventeen Yeats Travels j 20. 

X In DE laet's Defer, des Indes, 4pr«" 

§ YoyageSj vole 11. part Ili^ p. 65* 85, 114^. 
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even to Canada; but at this time are extremal j 
rare in a wild ftate, except in the more diftant 
partSj where they are ftill found in vafl: abun- 
dance* 
When firft It was from Mexico or Yucatan that they were 

introduced firft introduced into Europe ; for it is certain, that 
into Europe* they were imported into England as early as the 

year 15249 the 15th of henry viii *, 

We probably received them from Spain^ with 
which We had great intercourfe till about that 
time* They were moft fuccefsfully cultivated in 
our kingdom from that period ; infomuch, that 
they grew common in every farm-yard, and be-^ 
came even a difh in our rural feafts by the year 
1585 J for we may certainly depend on the word 
of old TUSSER5 in his Account of the Chriftmas 
Huibandjie Fare +• 

Beefe, Mutton, and Porke, Ihred pies of the beft, 
Pig, Veale, Goofe, and Capon, and Turkie well drefl:^ 
Cheefe, Apples, and Nuts, jolie carols to heare, 
As then In the countrie. Is counted good cheare* 

But at this very time they were ib rare la 
France, that we are told, that the very firft which 
was eaten in that kingdom appeared at the nuptia! 
feaft of CHARLES IX. in 1570 J. 

^ BAKER^S Chr. ANDERSON*S Di£l. CoiB. I. 354. HACKLtTYT, 11. 165* 

makes their introdii(5tion about the year i^iz* barnaby googe, one of our 
early writers on Hufbandry, fays, they were not feen here before 1530. He highly 
commends a Lady hales of Kent, for her excellent management of thefe fowl, pt r66» 

f Five Hundred Points of good Hu&andrie, pt 57* 

% anperson's Diift, Comm, !• 410a 

To 
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To this account I beg leave to lay before you the very extra- 
ordinary appearance on the thigh of a Turkey, bred in my 
poultry yard, and v^hich viras killed a few years ago for the 
table. The fervant in plucking it was very unexpe61:edly 
wounded in the hand. On examination the caufe appeared fo 
fingular, that the bird was brought to me. I difcovered^ that 
from the thigh-bone iffued a fliort upright procefs, and to that 
grew a large and flrong toe, with a fliarp and crooked claw^ 
exa£lly refembling that of a rapacious bird. 
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